

October 4, 2000

Memorandum

To:
Residents & Faculty

From:
C. Zelnick M.D.

Date:
10/04/00
Re:
Friday. 0730 Conference : Errors in Medicine


Please do the following pretest and bring to the Conference on  Friday.  You will not need to turn this in.

True or False
1. _____   “I have never made an error in medicine”

2. _____   “I’m not sure I’ve made an error that hurt someone, but I might have”

3. _____   “I’m sure I’ve screwed up and hurt or killed someone”

4. _____   “The sentence above is too scary to even think about!”

5. _____   “Errors can be prevented if I just pay close enough attention to what I’m doing..”

6. _____   “I can talk about the mistakes I’ve made with other physicians.”

7. _____   “I would tell my patients when I have made an error that affects them.”

Fill in the blank
8. What is the difference between “being uncertain”, and “making an error”?______________________________________________________________________

9. A good estimate of the rate of significant errors in medicine is about ___________%

10. Of these errors, about __________% cause significant harm to the patient..

11. An acceptable error rate for clinical practice should be ______________.

12. A “slip” is defined as ______________________________________________________.

13. A “Mistake” is defined as ____________________________________________________

List 3 things a doctor can do to lower their error rate:

1.

2.

3.
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