Applying Evidence-Based Medicine Principles to Screening Tests: 

1.   Is the problem serious, and do patients care about it?

2. Is the screening test accurate?

Is the “gold standard” comparison reliable?

Is the positive predictive value acceptable?


3. Does early detection of the disease improve outcomes?


4. Is screening or treatment benign (ie, not harmful)?


5. Does screening do more good than harm?


6. In a world of limited resources, is screening cost effective?

Absolutely effective compared to natural hx of disease?

Relatively effective compared to using resources to find/treat other problems?

