A list of Sensitivities, Specificities, and Prevalences of some common diseases:

TEST
ACCURACY
SENSITIVITY
SPECIFICITY
DISEASE PREVALENCE

Total Cholesterol
(14% (LOW)
?
?
~0.25 in 55 y o Men

Mammography
Significant variation noted: “agreement between radiographers is 50% above that attributable to chance”
.75
.83 to .98
.00229 in Fem. 50-54 y o 

Colon Cancer: FOBT (nonrehydrated)

.26 to .92
.90 to .99
.005 in Asx 60-69 y o;

.015 in 60-69 w +Fam Hx



Colon Cancer:

Sigmoidoscopy (60 cm)
Unless colonoscopy is done, entire colon can’t be “cleared”.  Some neoplasms not seen within reach of endoscope are seen on ACBE. 
.4 to .65
?
.005 in Asx 60-69 y o;

.015 in 60-69 w +Fam Hx

AC Barium Enema
Some neoplasms  seen with endoscope are not seen on ACBE.
.80 to .95
.9
.005 in Asx 60-69 y o;

.015 in 60-69 w +Fam Hx

Cervical PAP smear for squamous cell CA
Collection technique and lab cause wide variations.
.55 to .85
.90 to .99
Virgins:  ZERO

Age <25:  .00001 to .00003

Dutch women: .00038

PSA for Prostate Cancer
No gold std. /bxs done only on + pts
.71
.97
Men age 50-59:  .025

DRE for Prostate Cancer

.55 to .68
?about .5 to .65 at best


FBS >140 for Asx type II Diabetics
Fingerstick BG machine too variable: use venous blood
.21 to .75
.99
Asx people:  .01 to .03

Age 65-75:   .20

Pima Indians >55 yo:  .70

FBS >123 for Asx type II Diabetics

.40 to .88
.97 to .98


sTSH for hyperthyroid disease 
Illness, pregnancy, and other drugs may cause false +
.89 to .95
.90 to .96
.0005 to .001 annual incidence (total prevalence of both is .01 to .04, but many already dxed)

sTSH for hypothyroid disease



.0008 to .002 (total prevalence of both is .01 to .04, but many already dxed)

3rd generation EIA for HIV infection
Not accurate in first 3-4 weeks
.995+
.997 to .999
Women of childbeaing age:  .0005 to .006

Military recruits:  .0006

Urban hosp pts: .001 to .058

STD clinic pts: .006

Gay men: .26

Most data from USPHS Guide; colon ca prevalence from http://cebm.jr2.ox.ac.uk/ ;prostate cancer prevalence from Ann Int Med 119(9):915.  Table prepared by Charles Zelnick M.D.  Revised 7/98.

